12WAYSto AVOID DISASTER when HIRING
ENTERTAINMENT for your WEDDING and other events.

by Bill Strain
1. MEET with the actual person that will be performing at your function for a prescreening
BEFORE you make any commitments and give them a deposit.
2. COLLECT asmuch INFORMATION asyou can prior to meetings. Morereputable performers
will have print literature aswell astheir websites. When you are MAILED information from a
vendor it showsthey are morelikely to care about obtaining you as a client.
3. Makesurethe DJ or band director UNDERSTANDS your musical tastes and you feel

comfortable they can deliver. Don't let them tell you how great they are. Make them proveit.
4. BUDGET your entertainment dollar appropriately. 80% of the success of your oncein a

lifetime event will be because of this. 71% of brideswish thiswastheir #1 priority after their
wedding reception was over. When hiring humans, you almost always get what you pay for.
Expect mor e from someone at the upper end of your budget. M ost will want you as a satisfied
client and hopefor referals because you are happy. The best even give money back guar antees.
5. Makesureyou really LIKE the person who will bein charge of the music at your reception.
Many entertainers have big egos, promise you everything and aren't really capable of

doing what you expect. M eet those who ar e of interest and make sure your personalities fit.

6. Avoid anyone who tells you that something MUST be done a certain way. Your party may have
similar aspectsto others, however, what worksfor someone, may bevery inappropriatefor you and
your guests. The most experienced entertainerswill do best with a variety of tastesand age groups.

7. Makesuretherewill be NO SURPRISES. DJ'sare famousfor this. Thelast thing you might want is
your MC all of a sudden flapping his armsand running around with a chicken head on! Your event
will have a timeline and you need to know (and be involved in the planning) of ALL formalities.

8. Don't think of your entertainment as an after thought. It'sa fact, the two things your GUEST S will
remember arethe ENTERTAINMENT and the FOOD. Although an important part of your overall
experience, your dress, cake, table linens, center pieces, favors, photographer, videographer,

limo driver, justice of the peace, etc. will all be forgotten except by you.

9. Makesureyour entertainer isrelaxed and confident. Avoid someone who is uptight, high strung,
and anxious. It isimportant that their personality fit the image you want to project on your day.

10. Listen to potential entertainers suggestions and make surethey arereceptivetoyours. Thereare
NO RULES. When it comesto your wedding there are many choices in entertainment. Many good,
and ten times as many that will leave you unsatisfied. Unfortunately, after your wedding, it istoo late.
11. SHOP the market. Find out exactly what you're getting for your money. When hiring anyone don't
compare" hourly" performancerates. Professional wedding entertainersshould also be valuable
ENTERTAINMENT CONSULTANTS. To make an accurate comparison takeinto consideration
everything you arereally paying for. The are many more hoursthat must be invested that gointo
all of the planning and details. Many DJs arejust jukeboxes. I n most cases, thisis not what you want.
12. Understand that if you think you've found a" bargain”, it might not the BEST DEAL if you can't
get in touch with them, they don't return your calls, and wor st of all, they call you the week before and
cancel! It happensall thetime! Most peoplerarely need to hire entertainment, but when they do, it'sa
much moreimportant decision than they think. Do your homework and you won't be disappointed.
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